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I. THE BASICS:


In this section you will find information on the following topics:

· What is a Drug Court?

· How is Drug Court Different?

· Who are the Members of the Drug Court Team and what does the Team do? 

· What is the Program?

What is Drug Court?

The Madison County Juvenile Drug Court (JDC) is a court-managed intensive treatment program.  The program averages just over 10 months in length and is open to youth between the ages of 12 years and 18 years. Juveniles who are involved in the criminal justice system and abusing alcohol and drugs are the focus of this program. Young people formally charged in Juvenile Court with non-violent felonies or misdemeanors are eligible for the program.


The Madison County Juvenile Drug Court Mission is:

“To reduce juvenile crime and substance abuse by diverting youth to a court-managed treatment program which holds them accountable and emphasizes personal responsibility.”

How is Drug Court Different?

The drug court approach differs from the approach of traditional court, in which the court officers represent and argue different sides of an issue.  In drug court programs, the judge, prosecutor and defense attorney discard adversarial roles. In drug court they are members of a Team dedicated to one purpose—helping young people.  Treatment providers share in, rather than direct, treatment decisions.

Who are the Members of the Drug Court Team and what does the Team do?
· Judge S.H. Richarson
· Juvenile Court Referee Cathy Callaway 

· Paul Fontaine, Drug Court Coordinator / Juvenile Probation Officer

· Melissa Liebercht,  Defense Attorney

· Josh Ballinger, Assistant District Attorney

· Ashley Jones, NOVA Director 
· Joy Wagoner, Treatment Specialist 

· John Ruffin, Treatment Specialist

The JDC Team develops and implements JDC policy.  The JDC Team creates and manages the individual drug court program plan for each participant. The JDC Team staffs cases weekly prior to the drug court session and reviews each youth's progress with information from treatment providers, school and other agencies.   
What is the Program?


The JDC Program emphasizes community-based treatment and least restrictive services.  Therefore, whenever possible, JDC participants remain in the family home while they are in the JDC Program, sometimes with the support of the Electronic Monitoring Program or family-based services.  Some participants' behavior and/or substance abuse may warrant out of home placement or residential treatment.


The JDC court session is held weekly at 3:30 PM on Tuesdays.  All participants are required to arrive on time.  In addition to the weekly court appearance, youth participate throughout the week in an individual drug court program plan.  Each participant's plan includes: substance abuse treatment and if needed individual therapy sessions. Each participant's plan may also include mental health treatment or other services as appropriate.

JDC participants are subject to regular, frequent, random, visually supervised drug testing.  Participants in the program do not pay for drug tests, UNLESS the participant is screened at treatment.   

What financial obligations does a participant's family have?


JDC has limited funds for treatment.  Families with adequate funds or insurance will be expected to pay for part of treatment. Families eligible for Medicaid or ALL KIDS will be required to apply to those programs for funding.

How is a young person referred to JDC?

A youth involved in the criminal justice system may be referred by the Judge, Assistant District Attorney, Defense Attorney, Juvenile Probation Officer (JPO), treatment or mental health provider. Upon referral, the JDC Juvenile Probation Officer and Assistant District Attorney will screen youth for program eligibility.
ENTERING DRUG COURT 





In this section you will find information on the following topics:

· Committing to the Program

· Entering the Program

· Drug Court Ground Rules

________________________________________________________________

Committing to the Program:


Following acceptance to JDC, each participant, his or her parents or guardian and the JDC Juvenile Probation Officer (JDC JPO) sign a drug court contract. The JDC Judge approves the contract, making it a court order. Each participant and his or her family receive an orientation from the JDC JPO. The purpose of this orientation is to introduce the youth and family to the program and answer any questions they have.  Participants and families are required to sign releases that allow the sharing of confidential information by team members and treatment providers.

Entering the Program:


When a participant enters the JDC Program, he or she admits to the allegations in the Petition alleging delinquent offenses. The JDC Judge or Referee then suspends disposition while the youth participates in JDC.  

When the youth successfully completes the JDC Program the Petition is dismissed..  If a youth is unsuccessful in the drug court program, the Petition will not be dismissed and the youth will be subject to disposition.  If a youth commits new delinquent offenses while participating in the JDC program their record will likely not be expunged.  
Drug Court Ground Rules:

The following policies are those which all JDC participants must follow while in the program. Sanctions for not following program policies are noted:

· All participants must appear weekly in court unless given the week off.  Missed court sessions may lead to detention.  If a participant misses court the absence must be approved by the JDC JPO.  
· Participants cannot work at any establishment that serves alcohol. However, this does exclude stores that sell alcohol such as grocery stores, etc.

· Participants CANNOT go into any stores that sell salvia, serenity, dark knight, etc. If you are seen going into a store commonly referred to as a “head shop”, “tobacco store/outlet,” sanctions can and will be enforced.

· Participants CANNOT USE OR POSSESS ANY MIND ALTERING SUBSTANCES. These substances include but are not limited to Serenity, Salvia, Dark Knight, etc. Please understand that you will receive sanctions for using.
· All participants will attend chemical dependency counseling, mental health counseling, and/or family therapy as determined by the JDC Team. In some cases the Team may require additional treatment. In many cases recommendations will be received from treatment professionals in the community.  When the participant enrolls in the JDC program he or she may choose a treatment provider.  The participant will not be allowed to change treatment providers without the approval of the Team.  If the participant leaves for treatment and are gone for a significant period of time, he or she may again choose a treatment provider upon their return. Once additional services are ordered participants and family must participate. Sanctions for not participating are individualized.       
· All participants or parents must complete required JDC programs.  Graduation will be delayed for participants who have not completed the required programs.

· Participants must take regular, observed, drug tests.  The JDC JPO may have participants check-in at unscheduled times as well as perform tests at school and/or at home.  If participants are unable to give a sample, sanctions are given as for a missed test.  Missed tests are treated as positive.  If the drug test yields a CREATININ Level that is less than 14 mg/dl 
       the drug test will be considered to be a Positive test.

· Participants assigned community service hours and other sanctions must complete them by the date and time ordered by the judge.  Tardiness or excuses will not be accepted.  Further sanctions (community service, etc.) will be given for hours not completed on time.
· During the summer, youth under 16 may be required to perform volunteer work or participate in a summer program, job training, or other activity (as approved by the JDC Team).
· The team coordinates closely with treatment providers to facilitate the best possible treatment decisions and responses.  In some cases, the team may require additional treatment.  The team makes final treatment decisions after consideration of all relevant treatment recommendations. The team is committed to providing treatment in the community to all JDC participants. Treatment will be the least restrictive with the best potential for success and the most cost effective.  If behaviors or treatment needs warrant, out-of-town placement may be ordered.
· In addition to completing successfully all other program requirements to graduate, participants must be drug and alcohol free for a minimum of 30 consecutive days in Phase 3, followed by 60 consecutive days in Phase 4, for a total of 90 consecutive days.
· Participants will be required to extend court jurisdiction past their 18th birthday if they have not completed the program before then.
· Participants may not attend recreation or entertainment events that serve alcohol such as the Big Spring Jam or Bonaroo.
· A participant who is charged with: committing what would be a violent felony if an adult, use of a weapon, or sale of dangerous drugs while participating in JDC who denies the allegation will be suspended from participation in the program.  A participant found to have committed the delinquent offenses may not be allowed into the program.
· If the participant admits commission of a juvenile offense that would be a violent felony if committed by an adult, use of a weapon or sale of dangerous drugs, the participant will be automatically terminated. 

· If the participant admits any other juvenile offenses, the disposition may be stayed and the participant allowed continuing with JDC.
· Other use offenses are sanctioned at the discretion of the team.  
· Participants will not graduate JDC until all fees are paid in full.
Alcohol and Other Drugs

As a participant in the Madison County Juvenile Drug Court Program, you are agreeing not to use alcohol and illegal drugs during your time in the program. 
If your doctor gives you a prescription for a mood-altering drug, you must…

1. Tell the doctor you are in a drug rehabilitation program,

2. If the doctor feels it is medically necessary to prescribe you a mood-altering drug, you will need to have the doctor write the Drug Court Team a letter. The letter should state they are aware you have a drug or alcohol or (both) problem, but that it is still necessary for you to have the drug.

3. You must discuss this with Drug Court staff BEFORE taking any medication.

4. Show the Drug Court staff the receipt and any other information about the drug that you receive from the pharmacist, and

5. Sign a release for the Drug Court to communicate with your doctor about the prescription. You will need to give the Drug Court your physician’s name and telephone number.

If you or your doctor is unsure as to whether or not a medication is in the class of drugs that is prohibited by the drug court program, the waiver form should be filled out. Emergency medications are no exception. It would be in the participants’ best interest to have the waiver form in their possession at all times. Classes of drugs that are covered under this policy: Hypnotics Sedative (Sleeping aides) Anxiolytics (Anxiety medications) Opiates/Opioids Stimulants Barbituates Any herb which if used causes a “high” including Salvia Any medication or food that contains any amount of alcohol.
Over The Counter Medications

Certain over-the-counter medications contain certain ingredients that may be addictive. You are in recovery. It is your responsibility to make sure you are putting non-addictive substances into your body. When in doubt, ask a pharmacist or your doctor.

The following is to be used as a guide. It lists ingredients found in some over the counter medications. CHECK LABELS! If any of these ingredients are found in an over the counter medication, you may not consume it! It is your responsibility to check! If you have questions,

ASK A PHARMACIST OR YOUR DOCTOR.

• Ephedera

• Ephederine

• Pseudoephederine

• Promethazine

• Ma Haung

• Salvia Divinorium
· SPICE
• Epinepherine

• Dextromethorphan

• Codeine

• Alcohol

• Phenylpropanolamine

Examples of medicines containing these ingredients are: Dimetap®, Benadryl®, NyQuil®,Actifed®, Sudafed®, Metabolife®, Primatene®, Duratess®, Robitussin DM®, Vicks Formula 44D®, Imodium AD (liquid) ®, Dramamine®, Allerest®, Sinarest®. This is not a comprehensive list. ALWAYS CHECK LABELS.

If you test positive for drugs and claim it is because you took one of the drugs listed above, the Madison County Juvenile Drug Court will not accept your excuse unless a doctor prescribed the drug, you told the doctor you were in a drug rehabilitation program, and you discussed the medication with the Drug Court as shown above.

If you have a question about this policy, ask any member of the Drug Court Team.

Living Sober

Living a clean and sober life means avoiding areas or situations in which you may be tempted to use drugs. Decisions such as school and employment can be greatly affected by this. It is imperative anytime you are considering changing a major aspect of your life, you MUST discuss it with the Drug Court.

Inappropriate Contact with Fellow Participants.

When you participate in the Drug Court, the focus is on your recovery and following your treatment plan to maintain sobriety. It is not time to be developing intimate relationships, even with people who are pursuing their own recovery. It is inappropriate for you to do any of the following:

• Date a fellow participant in the Drug Court Program

• Have any type of sexual, intimate or romantic relationship with any fellow participant in the Drug Court Program.

• Socialize in any inappropriate, unlawful or prohibitive way with any fellow participant outside of a recovery program or one of its activities.

Friends and Associates

Living a clean and sober life means avoiding friends who abuse drugs and alcohol, and the places where they hang out. If you continue to hang out with people who are using illegal drugs or alcohol, especially if the police report any suspicious activity, it will affect your participation in the Madison County Juvenile Drug Court Program.

III. INDIVIDUAL DRUG COURT PLAN AND REQUIRED TREATMENT




In this section you will find information on the following topics:

· Treatment Programs

The JDC provides substance abuse treatment focused on harm reduction with abstinence as the goal.  Additionally, the JDC provides mental health treatment to address emotional issues of the participant as appropriate.  The JDC will ensure all treatment focuses on solutions including the need for relapse prevention strategies.

Treatment Programs:

· Chemical Dependency Counseling

· Mental Health Counseling

· Family Therapy

· Family-Based Services

· May include in-patient treatment

· Parent Education (for parents and guardians of participants)


Family involvement in all forms of treatment is critical.  


Goals of the program:

•
Provide healthy role models.


•
Provide a safe environment for risk-taking.


•
Introduce alternative recreational choices.


•
Teach life-long leisure skills.


•
Communication skills, Team-building and group dynamics.


•
Responsibility and job training.

   
Main Objectives:

•
Increase knowledge about communicable diseases and community resources.


• 
Increase self-efficacy for responsible, healthy behavior.


•
Increase communication skills to negotiate/prevent risk taking behaviors.


•
Develop a personal plan for a healthy lifestyle.

Parent Education Programs:  The course is specifically designed for the parents and guardians of JDC participants.  
Parents/Guardians of JDC participants will receive a letter announcing the upcoming parenting course.

The program uses research-based curriculum materials that focus on building parenting skills, increasing parent 
understanding of teenage development and drug and alcohol use.

Topics covered in the parent education course include: 

•
Understanding Drug and Alcohol Abuse/Addiction 


•
Child Development


•
Positive Discipline


•
Communication and Problem Solving


•
Anger Management


•
Parent/Self-Esteem/Self-Care


•
Enhancing Teen Self-Esteem

Other Programs:  The programs below are available to JDC participants and may be designated as a 
participant’s individual drug court plan.
•
Intensive Outpatient Chemical Dependency Treatment (IOP) 

•
Individual Therapy

•
Inpatient Treatment (Mental Health, Chemical Dependency or both)

•
Family Based Services (In-Home Treatment)

•
Support Groups:

•
Teen Parent Education and Support        •
Parent Support Group
•
Youth Support Group

•
Home Arrest (Electronic Monitoring)
IV.
THE JDC ROAD MAP:




FINDING YOUR WAY THROUGH THE PHASES OF THE JDC PROGRAM

In this section you will find information on the following topics:

Detailed Description of the Phase System


I. 
Phase I


II. 
Phase II


III. 
Phase III


IV. 
Phase IV

______________________________________________________________

The JDC Program is designed to be approximately 10 months in length and is divided into four phases. The road map for each phase includes strengths and challenges and short and long-term goals that can be measured in each of the following program areas:
· Treatment/Well-being

· Education/Vocation

· Family

· Community

JDC programs are subject to change from year to year to provide the most up to date and relevant programs possible to participants and to meet individualized needs of participants currently enrolled in the program. 

The following descriptions briefly outline the purpose of each phase and the outcomes that are expected and hoped for in each phase.
Phase I is 12-weeks long.  During these twelve weeks all participants receive 36 sessions of Intensive Outpatient Treatment. Participants will meet at the NOVA Center M-T-W evenings from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Phase I participants must complete an Assessment before beginning the program. Participants report to court every Tuesday at 3:30 p.m., 815 Cook Avenue, at the Juvenile Justice Center. Participants will be assigned a color for drug screening. Participants will contact 532-0337 every day to check if their color had been called. If the participants color had been called that participant must report to the Madison County Alternative Sentencing facility located on Wheeler Avenue between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Phase II is 10-weeks long.  During these ten weeks all participants receive 10 sessions of treatment or once a week every Thursday evening from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Continue Color Code and report to Court every other week. 

Phase III is 10 weeks long.  Phase III is complete when participant has been drug and alcohol-free for 30 consecutive days and has completed 10 sessions of treatment. Participant will continue to meet once a week every Thursday evening from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Continue Color Code and report to Court once a month.  

Phase IV is 10 weeks long. Participant will continue to meet once a week every Thursday evening from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Continue Color Code and report to Court once a month.  

Phase IV is complete when all programs have been met and when the participant has been drug and alcohol free for 60 consecutive days, which includes 30 days from the previous phase. All court-ordered restitution, court fines and treatment fees have been paid in full and the participant has remained drug and alcohol-free for 90 consecutive days before Graduating Drug Court.  

V.   HOW TO SUCCEED



THE WAY TO SUCCESS IN THE JDC PROGRAM STARTS HERE…  






In this section you will find information on the following topics:

· Appropriate Dress

· Language and Behavior

· Court Room Behavior

· Weapons

· Smoking

· Punctuality and Advance Notification of Absences

The following program rules have been developed and approved by the JDC Team.  All participants and parents should read through these rules carefully.  To avoid unnecessary sanctions and misunderstandings, please ask the JDC JPO if you have questions about the JDC program.  Many JDC-sponsored treatment programs have their own rules for behavior that must be followed as well. The following rules hold true for all programs:

Appropriate Dress:  

Clothing displaying drug use, alcohol, gang symbols, or negative language is prohibited.  Hats are not to be worn in court.  Participants appearing in court must be dressed appropriately.  Any participant dressed inappropriately for court will be spoken to by the JDC JPO. 

Language and Behavior:  

During all JDC activities each participant is expected to refrain from the use of profanity and the glorification of alcohol or drug use.  No racist, sexist, homophobic, sexual, violent or other offensive comments will be tolerated.  Abusive behavior, insulting language, physical gestures, aggression, or otherwise offensive behavior will be sanctioned and may be grounds for expulsion.

Courtroom Behavior:  

The JDC Team expects all drug court participants to show respect and courtesy to all courtroom staff, families in attendance, and other observers.  No food or beverages are allowed in the courtroom.

Weapons: 

 No weapons are allowed at any JDC activities.  If a weapon is found on a participant, he or she will be sanctioned and may be expelled immediately from the JDC Program.

Smoking: 

 Smoking is prohibited at all JDC functions regardless of participant's age. 

Punctuality and Advance Notification of Absences:   

JDC participants are expected to be on time for all JDC activities.  If a participant is unable to attend any drug court activity, he or she must provide advance notice to the JDC JPO. Twenty-four hours notice should be given when possible.
VI. DRUG TESTING



In this section you will find information on the following topics:
· Frequent and Random Testing

· Colors

· Confirmation Tests

· Testing Rules

Drug testing is an essential aspect of the JDC program.  It is, however, only one measure of a participant’s progress in the program.  Drug tests will be frequent, random, and visually supervised.  

Frequent and Random Testing:

The JDC utilizes observed Urine Analysis to determine the presence of drugs. The urine samples are also tested for adulterants and dilution.  In addition, participants are subject to random Breathalyzer tests for alcohol. Other forms of testing, such as hair testing, saliva testing, or a patch may be used.

Colors:  

At orientation, participants are assigned a color. The color determines the frequency of the urinalysis (UA) tests.  
To receive the color of the day participants MUST phone 532-0337 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. Monday- Friday. EACH day participants are REQUIRED to call and check for their test color, IF your color is called you MUST be tested on that day. LISTEN carefully to the entire message! ALL COLORS or RAINBOW indicates that EVERY designated color has been called.
  
If your color is on the phone message you must present at the lab for a (UA) sample between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., at the Office of Alternative Sentencing Building on weekdays located at 715 C Wheeler Avenue. On your first visit to the lab you must provide them with a social security card  Sign-in only if you have taken a UA.  
Confirmation Tests:

 
All screens are tested at a certified lab for verification of the presence of drugs or adulterants and for calibration of drug levels.  
Testing Rules:

 
The following rules apply to JDC drug and alcohol testing. READ THESE CAREFULLY!!!
1. Participants must sign in and date the appropriate sign-in sheet at each check in.  If the participant doesn’t sign in, credit for the test will not be given.

2. Participants must be prepared to produce a urine sample and/or take a Breathalyzer test upon arrival at the testing site.

3. A “no-go” is a positive UA.  If a participant plans to be out of town and is unable to check in the JDC JPO must be given prior (at least 24 hours) notice for the absence and missed check in.

4. Diluted samples will be tested for abnormality.  If a test shows adulterants, the test is considered positive.

5. If a participant’s test is positive on the Breathalyzer for the presence of alcohol, law enforcement will be called to perform a confirmation test. If the second test is positive, the participant will be cited for Minor in Possession of Alcohol.  The citation will be sanctioned in the JDC Program.

6. Even when a participant informs the staff that he or she will test positive, a UA sample will be collected at the lab for confirmation. 

7. Drug tests will be conducted at The Alternative Sentencing Office at Wheeler Avenue, Monday through Friday between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

8. 
A change in the drug testing schedule of a participant will only be allowed with prior approval of the JDC team.  At least 24 hours notice is 
required.  The JDC JPO has the authority to decide on deviations from the schedules after normal business hours or during the weekend.

9.  
Random unannounced visits to a participant’s home may occur in order to collect UA or Breathalyzer samples. 

VII. DRUG COURT TEAM MEETINGS (“STAFFING”)



In this section you will find information on the following topics:

· Schedule

· Review of each drug court case

· Policy Meetings

· Evaluation

Schedule:

The JDC Team meets weekly on Tuesdays at 2:30 p.m. in the Madison County Courthouse prior to the weekly court session.

Review of Each Drug Court Case:  

 
At this meeting, the JDC Team has the opportunity to learn how each participant is progressing through the program.  The JDC JPO provides a written report of each participant’s performance during the week.  With prior arrangement, any participant or family member may attend the meeting.  The JDC Team also reviews any reports from law enforcement.  Upon considering the weekly performance of a participant, the JDC Team determines appropriate incentives and/or sanctions.  The JDC Team may also recommend or make changes in the participant’s individual drug court treatment plan.

Policy Meetings:

 
The JDC Team meets at least quarterly to review, develop and implement drug court policy.  At these meetings the Team reviews the drug court process and assesses outcomes of the program.
VIII. COURT SESSIONS



In this section you will find information on the following topics:

· Court Schedule

· Closed Court Session

· Participants and Parents are required to Attend

· Courtroom Protocol

______________________________________________________________

Frequent court appearances encourage a direct and honest relationship between the Judge and the participant.  This is a cornerstone of the drug court philosophy.

Court Schedule:

 
The JDC session is held weekly on Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. in Courtroom No. 604 of the Madison County Courthouse located at North side Square. 

Closed Court Sessions:

 
Juvenile court proceedings in the State of Alabama are closed to the public.     


Participants and Parents are required to attend:

 
Each JDC participant is required to attend, and arrive on time.  Parents and legal guardians are encouraged to attend. This may mean rearranging work and other schedules. Participants must remain for the entire court session unless specifically excused by the court.
Courtroom Protocol
Appropriate Dress: 

 
 Clothing displaying drug use, alcohol, gang symbols, or negative language is prohibited.  Hats are not to be worn in court.  Participants appearing in court should be dressed appropriately.  Any participant dressed inappropriately for court will be spoken to by the JPO. 

Courtroom behavior: 

The Drug Court Team expects all drug court participants to show respect and courtesy to all courtroom staff, families in attendance, and other observers.  If a participant or family member is disruptive they may be escorted from the courtroom. No food or beverages are allowed in the courtroom.          

X.  SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION



In this section you will find information on the following topics:

· Suspension 

· Automatic Expulsion

· Voted Expulsion

________________________________________________________________

Suspension:

A participant who is charged with committing a violent felony, use of a weapon or sale of dangerous drugs while participating in JDC will be suspended from participation in the program.  

Automatic Termination:

A JDC participant who is found guilty of a violent felony, use of a weapon, or sale of dangerous drugs while participating in the program will be automatically terminated.

Voted Termination:

A JDC participant may be terminated from the program by a majority vote of the Team if he or she:


•
possesses a weapon


•
repeated failure to abide by Juvenile Drug Court rules by a participant or a parent **


•
commits physical violence


•
Verbally threatens another participant

Transfer:

A JDC participant may be transferred from the program by majority vote of the Team if she or she requires treatment the program is unable to provide.

**A minimum of two JDC Team members must request a vote on termination or transfer in order for the full Team to consider it.
II. GRADUATION



In this section you will find information on the following topics:

· Program Requirements

· Graduation
The Madison County Juvenile Drug Court graduation is a celebration of a youth's successful completion of all drug court requirements.

Program Requirements:

Successful completion of all four phases of the JDC program is required for graduation, including the required goals for all drug court plans. Graduation occurs when all fees have been paid in full and the participant has remained drug and alcohol free for at least 90 consecutive days.  

GRADUATION:

The JDC celebration consists of a ceremony in open court at the completion of a JDC participant's individualized treatment plan.  The celebration provides a specific time for the JDC Team, the participant, and the participant's family to acknowledge the work and success of the youth and to support the youth's future endeavors.  Each ceremony is individualized according to the wishes of the participant. Successful completion of the program entitles the youth to have his/her charges dismissed.

Madison County

Juvenile Drug Court

FAMILY RESPONSIBILITY

Family involvement is critical to effective drug and alcohol treatment and juvenile court interventions.  Since most of the young people in our program live with their families, it is critical that families agree to participate in their child’s treatment.  Parental education groups and nuclear family therapy will be offered to all parents of our participants; these programs are considered part of your child’s treatment.  Where applicable, parents also need to address their own drug and alcohol dependency or other critical issues that may perpetuate difficulties in the family as a whole.

We want to engage, empower, and help parents.  We see parents as a very important part of the solution to getting kids back on track in order to become productive community members.  Sometimes, parents of teens need to re-tool their parenting skills in the context of parenting teenagers.  Proactive parenting works best when helping your child with their substance abuse or other adolescent issues.  Supporting your child in drug and alcohol treatment requires considerable effort, time, and diligence.  Parenting is a tough job that demands supervision, support, and caring and being a part of Drug Court can help you implement these qualities.  By signing this contract you are agreeing to participate fully in your child’s treatment and in a six (6) week parenting class especially designed to give you the knowledge and skills necessary to help facilitate your child’s successful completion of Juvenile Drug Court.  We appreciate your desire and courage to help your child become a healthy, productive person.

Parental responsibility includes:

(
Recognizing that substance abuse is also a family problem and educate themselves on its impact on their children and families.

(
Recognizing that their own substance use can seriously harm their children.

(
Providing appropriate role models that discourage drug and alcohol abuse.

(
Recognizing signs of drug and alcohol use in their children and responding with appropriate sanctions.

(
Providing a substance free environment that promotes recovery.

(
Establishing and enforcing behavioral ground rules.

(
Conveying a sense of care, support, respect and love.

(
Support JDC decisions and sanctions and inform the JDC Team of any problems not meeting JDC mandates.

(Appendix A)
JDC CONTACT PEOPLE AND PROGRAM STAFF

· JDC Contact Person for:  Probation. Program and Color Code Issues


Paul Fontaine  JDC JPO Drug Court Coordinator


Juvenile Justice Center

Huntsville, Alabama 35801


(256) 532-3709

(256)-382-1508 AVAIL 24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK

(256) 532-0326 FAX



· JDC Contact Person for:  Treatment and NOVA Policies


Ms. Ashley Jones

NOVA Director

1900 Golf Rd., 2nd Floor

Huntsville, Alabama  35802


256-705-6493 
Juvenile Drug Court Participant Advocate
·  Ms. Melissa Liebercht  Esq,.





              Attorney – JDC Advocate                                 

             107 Jefferson Street 





             Huntsville, Alabama 35801






             256-512-9949
(Appendix B)
Treatment and Education Program Descriptions

NOVA  State approved agency, offers an intensive outpatient program (IOP), individual counseling sessions with family 
meetings as needed, and continuing care services.   


Individual Therapy:  JDC offers individual therapy from a variety of licensed professionals.

Residential treatment

· THE BRIDGE (BOYS)(45 DAYS) may stay longer if clinically necessary. 29 BEDS
 3232 Lay Springs Road Services Offered

Gadsden, Alabama 35904 Adolescent Crisis Residential


Telephone: (256) 546-6324 Adolescent Co-Occurring Residential Fax: (256) 456-1460 Adolescent Intensive Outpatient 
COUNTY: Etowah   

· START Program (Girls Only) (90 DAYS)  ANNITA - RHONDA


9554 Highway 124 Adolescent Crisis Residential


Carbon Hill, Alabama 35549 

Telephone: (205) 924-4133 Fax: (205) 221-5991   COUNTY: Walker
Drug Court/Home Arrest Interaction/Electronic Monitoring:  427-7182 or 427-7094  






Specific goals for JDC participants under Home Arrest are as follows:

•
Provide the least restrictive alternative while ensuring community protection

•
Allows clients to continue treatment and academic pursuits in the community under supervision

•
Develop in clients a sense of “ownership” for actions

JDC participants typically placed under Home Arrest are youth who have:

•
Missed a series of scheduled appointments and have gone through lower level sanctions

•
Failed to comply with specific terms of their Drug Court contract and Home Arrest is the next appropriate step.

•
Been released from secure detention and placed under Home Arrest supervision

EDUCATION / SPAN PROGRAM:    852-1224 104 Space gate Dr NW     Huntsville, AL 35806
The Community Intensive Treatment for Youth concept, or C.I.T.Y., is a non-residential, co-educational, comprehensive strategy for meeting the needs of at-risk youth and their families.  The C.I.T.Y. Programs strive to prevent these youth from continued involvement with the justice system by developing the social, behavioral, academic, and family skills needed to become productive members of the community.
The S.P.A.N.. Programs provide day treatment services to a wide variety of youth with many unique needs.  Each enrollee receives the following personal services:
· Comprehensive Assessment (Academic and Behavioral)
· Success Planning
· Academic Remediation
· GED Preparation (For Qualified Students)
· Individual, Group, and Family Counseling
· Behavior Improvement and Modification Program
· Physical Education and Recreation
· Motivational Progress Evaluation
· Transitional Follow-up Services
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